believe it so is) that this social condition and these habits of a people dwelling in a particular place may be such as to render one type of idiocy exceptionally frequent. The degree of the ignorance and the character of the violation of the laws of health differing, so will the degree and character of the result differ.* It is a mistake to regard idiocy strictly as congenital, opposed to acquired insanity. Practically this is not, and cannot, be done. It matters little whether the mischief lias occurred during intra-uterine or the early period of extra-uterine lite, quoad the result. In the majority of cases, an examination of the patient will not show the period from which the disease dates. Nay, there The condition of the various sutures in the individual cases is given, and it is interesting to find Virchow's conclusions borne out in the relation between the shape of the head and such conditions of the sutures ?viz., their normal permanence, or pathological premature closure.
Anomalies of other osseous structures are also alluded to as frequent.
An irregular position, and early decay and loss of the teeth of the upper jaw, is noted as common. In thirty to forty per cent, of the idiots of this country, this is to be observed, and is always associated with a smallness and narrowing of the upper jaw, and a lofty palate.
The close connexion of the maxillary bones to the bones of the skull will make any interference with the growth of the latter affect the development and form of the former; and we consider that the importance which Yirchow attaches to the tribasilar bone (sphenoid and occiput), as that on which the skull superiorly and the face inferiorly are built, receives great support from the frequency of this abnormality of the upper jaw in idiots. As 
